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When  I  arrived  in  Elsah  in  tlie  summer  of  1964  to  teacli  at  Principia  College,  I  found  myself  in  a  different 
situation  from  the  one  I  had  been  in,  with  a  research  library  at  hand  and  a  great  deal  of  stimulus  to  research  and 
publish.  Elsah  was  well  out  of  the  loop,  so  to  speak,  and  Principia  had  teaching  as  its  central  goal. 

As  I  cast  about  looking  for  a  solution  to  my  desire  to  do  research  where  I  was,  it  was  quite  natural  that  Elsah 
should  come  to  mind  as  a  subject.  It  was  at  hand.  It  was  fascinating.  And  it  was  almost  untapped  as  a  subject 
written  about.  Moreover,  a  large  number  of  the  local  people  were  interested  in  its  past  as  well,  though  little 
effort,  other  than  one  abortive  study,  had  been  spent  on  the  \allage. 

Early  in  my  investigations,  I  managed  to  engage  the  interest  of  Charles  Hosmcr  in  helping.  This  was  vital  to  the 
success  of  projects  invoking  Elsah.  I  was  trained  in  literary'  studies,  and  Charles  was  on  his  way  to  becoming  a 
noted  historian  of  the  preservation  movement  in  America.    I  had  to  learn  to  do  historical  research. 

As  we  began  working  together,  our  interests  soon  diverged.  Charles  was  interested  in 
buildings,  their  history,  development,  changes,  and  preser\'ation.  I  was  more  concerned 
with  people.  This  dual  approach  helped  us  greatly  as  we  began  to  develop  Elsah:  A 
Historic  Guidebook. 


This  project  began  almost  by  accident.  Our  idea  was  to  put  together  a  sma 
brochure  to  help  visitors  see  the  historic  buildings  in  Elsali.  I  asked  my  wife  one 
day  as  she  was  sewing,  to  stitch  together  for  me  si,\  sheets  of  typing  paper  across  the 
middle,  idly  thinking  this  would  give  us  twelve  pages.  Of  course  it  gave  us  twenty- 
four,  and  when  we  met  with  some  other  Elsali  people  at  Frances  Grayson's  house, 
we  used  these  twenty-four  sheets  as  a  dummy  for  our  brochure.  Soon  we  found 
i^^    this  was  just  a  start.    But  it  was  that. 

We  decided  almost  immediately  to  write  a  guidebook  to  the  historic 
houses  of  Elsali,  and  Frances  and  other  local  people  were  willing  to  help 
us  out  by  linancing  much  of  the  first  printing.  Writing  the  book  soon 
became  an  absorbing  project.  Fortunately  we  had  a  great  all)'  in 
Warren  Sprague  of  the  Clark-Sprague  Printing  Company.  He  helped 
us  with  questions  of  layout  and  printed  the  first  editions  of  the  book.       o 

When  it  appeared,  in  1967,  tiie  first  edition  was  quickly  sold  out. 
and  much  further  interest  in  the  history'  of  the  village  soon 
developed.  Charles  and  I  almost  inimediatcK'  had  to  produce 
another  edition,  with  a  number  of  changes.  To  our  chagrin,  we 
hadn't  mentioned  an\'wliere  in  the  first  edition  that  Elsah  was  in 
Illinois! 

As  we  worked  on  the  guidebook,  Charles  Hosmer  and  I  began 
to  uncover  sources  of  information  for  research  in  Elsali  histon.'.    _ 
I  don't  believe  these  have  ever  been  noted  down,  and  perhaps 
this  might  be  a  good  time  to  note  them  for  tuture  researchers. 


We  early  went  to  the  grantor-grantee  indexes  in  the  Jersey  County  Courthouse  for  information  on  Elsah  land 
transactions.  These  are  spotty,  because  people  didn't  always  record  their  land  sales  right  away.  And  they  often 
did  not  state  the  sale  price,  nor  did  they  tell  outright  if  a  house  was  on  the  property.  One  entry  we  found 
regarded  the  sale  of  a  "one-eyed  horse  that  answers  to  the  name  of  Charlie." 

Many  Elsah  homeowners  were  willing  to  let  us  examine  the  deeds  to  their  houses  because  we  found  that  before 
the  deeds  were  guaranteed  by  title  guarantors,  they  contained  a  title  search  of  the  entire  history  of  the  house. 

Whenever  we  discovered  a  death  date,  from  the  newspaper  or  a  gravestone,  we  were  led  to  the  will  of  the 
deceased,  which  usually  had  a  summary  of  personal  property.   The  county  courthouse  filed  wills  chronologically. 

The  graveyard  itself  was  a  good  source  of  information,  though  again  this  was  not  complete.  The  Elsah  cemetery 
contains  many  burials  without  records,  and  not  all  headstones  are  accurate.  But  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  did 
compile  and  publish  a  complete  record  of  the  contents  of  the  headstones  in  the  Elsah  graveyard. 

The  Jerseijville  Democrat  was  older  than  Elsah,  and  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  late  nineteenth  centur>  it 
included  a  weekly  Elsah  colunm  full  of  trivia  and  some  real  news.  Other  newspapers,  such  as  the  Alton 
Telegraph ,  also  have  extremely  long  runs  and  are  repositories  for  much  information  on  Elsah.  We  consulted  the 
Alton  Telegraph  at  its  office  on  microfilm.  The  jerseyville  paper  we  obtained  for  viewing  from  the  Illinois  State 
Historical  Librar)'. 

The  diaries  of  William  McNair,  seven  of  which  are  in  the  Principia  College  Library  treasure  room,  gave 
invaluable  information  on  Elsah,  as  did  some  letters  sent  and  received  by  the  McNair  family  around  the  turn  of 
this  century.  Eventually  HEF  published  a  memoir  I  wrote  in  1982  on  the  McNair  brothers,  entitled,  The 
McNair  Family  of  Elsah,  Illinois:  Uncommon  Common  Men. 

One  source  which  I  examined  at  length,  but  which  still  needs  editing  for  publication,  was  the  record  of  Elsah's 
chapter  of  the  International  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  This  material  is  in  the  Principia  College  Library.  It  is 
mostly  ephemeral,  but  contains  some  valuable  social  history. 

The  Elsah  Village  Board  minutes  were  available  for  study  and  produced  historical  information  on  the  conduct  of 
village  affairs  in  the  past. 

Interviews  of  Elsah  citizens  proved  valuable.  Most  of  these  people  have  passed  away  since  we  began  our  study, 
but  they  were  often  very  willing  to  talk  about  Elsah's  past,  and  we  collected  tapes  of  their  memories.  This 
process  should  continue,  to  record  the  twentieth-century  stories  of  Elsah's  old-timers. 

At  times  pure  serendipity  turned  up  sources,  as  they  did  the  day  I  happened  to  stop  by  as  Miss  Eva  Reintges 
was  burning  trash  in  her  backyard.  The  trash  included  the  1890  village  pay  records  for  men  working  on  the 
roads,  as  all  able-bodied  men  in  Elsah  were  required  by  law  to  do  each  year.  Since  the  national  census  for  1890 
was  destroyed  in  Washington  by  fire,  these  papers  which  I  snatched  from  this  fire,  turned  out  to  be  our  only 
records  of  people  living  in  the  village  in  that  year.  Also  in  the  trash  were  some  other  items  such  as  old  Elsah 
party  tickets. 

Incidentally,  around  this  time  I  was  in  Washington,  D.C.  when  the  national  census  for  1900  was  opened  to  the 
public,  and  I  was  able  to  copy  down  all  of  Elsah's  census  in  its  entirety.  Examining  it  provided  much 
information.  I  was  surprised,  for  example,  to  learn  that  as  late  as  1900,  Elsah  mothers  had  outlived  one  of  ever) 
lour  of  their  children.  Also  surprising  were  the  number  of  citizens  whose  family  backgrounds  lay  in  the  Old 
South. 

The  ruins  of  houses,  often  combined  with  the  memories  of  Elsah  citizens,  often  shed  light  on  people  and  tacts 
of  the  past.  Elsah's  houses  are  almost  all  much  altered  from  their  original  lorm,  and  tracing  back  to  what  the 
house  was  originally  like  was  often  difficult.  Making  measured  drawings  of  old  houses,  and  examining  physical 
details  of  their  structures,  taught  us  much  about  changes  made  to  them. 

Vlarie  Cresswell  gave  me  the  old  records  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Farley,  and  from  these  we  learned  about  early 
medical  practice  in  Elsah.   This  material  also  still  awaits  further  study  and  publication. 


Another  aid  to  the  process  was  old  photographs.  Elsah  people  have  many  of  these,  and  they  were  willing  to 
lend  them  for  copying.  We  copied  hundreds,  and  froin  these  photos  we  got  a  visual  picture  of  Elsah  well  back 
into  the  nineteenth  century. 

Various  physical  artifacts  gave  us  a  picture  of  Elsah's  past.   Some  of  these  are  now  in  the  Elsah  Village  Museum. 

At  one  point  I  researched  the  background  of  Frederick  Oakes  Sylvester,  Principia's  St.  Louis  art  teacher  whose 
summer  home  on  the  Elsali  bluffs  eventually  led  to  the  College's  moving  to  Elsah.  At  that  time,  1970,  I  was 
able  to  interview  people  who  had  known  Sylvester,  as  well  as  his  son,  and  gain  their  memories  of  the  artist. 
This,  too,  led  to  a  publication  produced  by  HEF  about  the  time  I  left  Elsah. 

But  to  return  to  the  development  of  Historic  Elsah  Foundation:  It  was  clear  that  an  organization  was  needed  to 
support  the  study  of  Elsah  and  its  preser\'ation.  A  garden  club  had  existed  for  some  time,  as  a  fairly  informal 
group.  Among  other  things,  it  had  sponsored  a  successful  house  tour,  proving  that  there  was  an  inherent  public 
interest  in  historic  communities. 

During  the  winter  of  1970-71  some  of  its  members  recast  that  organization  into  HEF  which  became,  with  the 
aid  of  Principia's  lawyers,  a  not-for-profit  corporation  under  Illinois  law. 

In  August  1971,  directors  were  appointed:  Alma  Barnes,  Edith  Belote,  Cyrus  Bunting,  Josephine  Copeland, 
Pat  Farmer,  Charles  Hosmer,  Inge  Mack,  Barbara  Swett,  and  Paul  Williams.  From  this  group,  Charles  Hosmer 
was  appointed  president,  Paul  Williams  vice-president  and  editor,  Edith  Belote  secretary,  and  Jo  Copeland 
treasurer.  Looking  back,  one  sees  that  the  only  active  local  member  remaining  from  that  original  board  is  Inge 
Mack,  who  supplied  a  meeting  place  lor  our  opening  meeting,  as  well  as  continual  strong  effort  for  all  of 
Historic  Elsah  Foundation's  projects  ever  since. 

I  recall  volunteering  to  be  editor  because  I  had  been  a  member  of  the  Thoreau  Society  for  some  time  already, 
and  I  saw  that  that  organization  attracted  members,  both  local  and  national,  from  publishing  a  newsletter  and 
occasional  booklets,  and  I  proposed  this  same  model  for  the  new  foimdation. 

As  editor  for  the  first  six  years  of  the  foundation's  existence,  I  was  really  put  to  work.  The  Job  eventually  took 
more  than  a  month's  work  every  year  to  produce  four  slim  issues.  Cenc  Schultz,  at  that  time  a  chemistry 
professor  at  Prineipia,  put  out  a  periodical  abstract  of  research  in  chemistry.  He  helped  me  get  started  with  the 
job  of  layout  and  printing,  even  letting  me  set  tlie  type  on  the  proportional  spacing  typewriter  in  the  chemistry 
department  (this  being  before  the  days  of  personal  computers). 

Dues  for  the  fledging  organization  were  $2.00  per  year,  or  $3.00  for  families,  with  a  category'  of  sustaining 
membership  at  $10.00.    Sustaining  members  received  free  any  booklet  or  leaflet  published  during  the  year. 

Membership  grew  rapidly  with  the  publication  of  the  newsletter,  and  the  establishment  of  house  tours,  which 
HEF  ran  for  some  years.  When  the  tours  became  so  popular  that  the  village  was  entirely  clogged  with  cars  and 
people  for  several  hours,  they  were  discontinued.  From  the  beginning  of  the  foundation,  the  majority  of  our 
members  have  been  from  outside  the  village. 

As  one  example  of  a  house  tour,  in  1973,  we  sold  1,370  tickets  and  brought  into  the  organization  a  net  of 
$1,722.18.  These  tours  were  tyj^ically  an  effort  of  the  entire  village,  with  numerous  houses  open,  and  many 
\'illagers  serving  as  guides,  hosts  and  hostesses. 

Early  in  Historic  Elsah  Foundation's  existence  the  Village  Board  leased  the  old  Village  Hall  on  LaSalle  Street  to 
the  organization  for  $1.00  per  year  with  the  understanding  that  the  foundation  would  undertake  its  restoration. 
This  was  done  in  1972  and  1973  in  its  first  stages,  straightening  the  building  and  re-siding  it.  With  Charles 
Hosmer  at  the  helm,  it  was  inevitable  that  restoration  would  be  a  main  thrust  of  HEF. 

Also  in  1973,  largely  through  Charles'  work,  the  United  States  Department  of  the  Interior  placed  the  entire 
village  of  Elsah  on  the  National  Begister  of  Historic  Places.  We  chronicled  this  effort  in  detail  in  the  sLxth  issue 
oi  Elsah  Histonj. 


Ill  1974,  the  Elsali  Methodist  Cl)iirch  celebrated  its  centennial,  lia\Tng  been  built  by  two  Elsah  brothers,  Robert 
and  William  McNair,  who  lived  in  the  llosmer  house.  11E1<"  contributed  to  that  celebration  and  featured  it  in  its 
tenth  newsletter.  The  church  had  been  renovated  in  1971,  and  at  that  time  its  bell  tower  was  opened  up, 
showing  the  bell,  with  its  inscription  to  General  |ames  Semple,  founder  of  Elsah.  Semple's  daughter,  Lucy  V. 
Sample  Ames,  had  provided  the  bell.  Her  estate,  Notchclifl,  stood  on  the  vnllage  end  of  what  is  now  the 
Principia  College  campus  until  it  burned  in  191 1.  The  church  bell  tower  is  now  sealed  up,  with  the  bell,  so  it  is 
no  longer  visible. 

America's  bicentennial  year,  1976,  saw  HEF  purchase  the  Prather  store  building  on  LaSalle  Street  with  an  eye 
to  preserving  it.  Soon  after,  it  became  the  home  of  the  Elsah  Landing  Restaurant  which  has  been  a  fine  tenant 
ever  since,  and  |eral)ii  Hosmer  Lewitz  in  1984  established  her  resale  shop,  jeremiah's-Elsah.  upstairs. 
Purchase  of  the  commercial  building  has  proven  to  be  one  of  HEF's  most  enduring  and  successful  projects. 

HEF  has  published  its  newsletter,  Elsah  Histonj,  since  the  inception  ol  the  organization.  After  I  relinquished 
the  editorship,  several  other  members,  including  Charles  Hosmer,  Glenn  Felcli,  and  Inge  Mack,  have  taken  up 
the  work.  While  the  publication  has  changed  considerably  under  its  various  editors,  it  has  continued  to 
chronicle  life  in  the  village,  piist  and  present.  HEF  has  produced  a  number  of  pamphlets,  including  two  which 
I  wrote.  The  McNair  Family  of  Elsah,  Illinois:  Uncommon  Common  Men  (already  mentioned)  and  Frederick 
Oakes  Sylvester:  The  Ariisi's  Encounter  with  Elsah,  in  1986.  I  also  got  involved  with  the  Village  of  Elsali 
Museum.    Because  there  are  no  records  around  me  right  now,  m\'  recollection  of  those  events  are  spotts'. 

As  I  remember  it,  the  museum  was  originally  de\ased  by  an  Elsali  Village  Board  that  wanted  it  separate  from 
Historic  Elsah  Foundation.  So,  in  accord  with  Elsah  tradition,  it  was  an  entirely  volunteer  effort.  After  a  start, 
the  museum  faltered.  It  closed,  and  there  was  talk  of  dissipating  the  materials  that  had  been  collected  for  it.  At 
this  point  there  was  a  change  in  the  makeup  of  the  Village  Board,  and  the  new  Board  was  willing  to  budget 
some  money  to  support  the  museum,  so  I  volunteered  to  be  its  director. 

With  the  lielp  of  a  Principia  student  working  on  this  as  a  project,  we  redid  the  entire  collection,  gave  it  some 
further  shape  which  we  felt  would  make  it  of  more  general  interest,  and  reopened  it  using  Elsali  children  to 
staff  it  on  weekend  afternoons.  It  seemed  to  prosper  well  enough  in  this  way.  We  developed  a  small  sales  desk, 
furnished  some  publications,  gave  away  Elsali  Museum  wooden  nickels,  and  sold  geodes  which  I  gleaned  from 
the  stream  on  the  farm  owned  then  by  Peg  and  Ray  Ratz.  E\'cntually  while  I  was  director,  the  mainsta\  staffer 
of  the  museum  was  Edith  Pfeifer,  whose  faithfulness  was  all  I  could  ask  for  or  expect  as  the  director. 

I  moved  away  from  Elsah  in  1986  with  some  reluctance,  having  put  so  much  work  into  the  village,  as  a  historian, 
as  a  firefighter  on  its  volunteer  fire  company,  as  member  of  the  Village  Board  for  two  terms,  and  as  the  director 
of  the  Village  Museum  for  several  years.  I  don't  think  we  had  any  idea  what  directions  Historic  Elsah 
Foundation  would  take  when  we  founded  it.  It  simpl>'  seemed  something  that  ought  to  be  done.  Since  that 
time  the  village  has  grown  and  changed  greatly.  It  endured  one  large  flood  in  1973,  and  recently,  in  1993,  an 
absolutely  huge  one,  from  which  it  is  still  recovering.  HEF  is  woven  now  into  the  fabric  of  the  Nallage  and  is 
contributing  to  its  life  and  keeping  track  of  its  history. 

Though  the  village  is  small,  it  is  unique  as  a  place  where  the  nineteenth  centur)'  remains  very  visible.  Much 
historical  research  has  been  done,  but  much  is  yet  to  be  recorded  by  future  historians.  Elsah  never  was  the 
home  of  a  great  man  or  woman.  It  luis  always  been  a  place  where  ordinar)'  citizens  lived  out  the  life  of  the 
Midwest  in  their  times.  It  has  had  its  own  outstanding  and  unusual  inhabitants,  and  it  remains  a  fascinating 
place  as  well  as  a  complex  window  on  a  bit  of  the  past. 


Comments  by  Ih^  6ditor 

In  looking  back,  surveying  the  first  25  years  of 
the  Historic  Elsali  Foundation,  one  reahzes  that,  of 
course,  such  an  entity  does  not  operate  in  a 
vacuum,  but  forms  a  part  of  a  larger  reality  —  a 
li\ang  village  with  an  elected  government,  consisting 
of  a  mayor  and  a  village  board. 

Thus,  to  give  a  rich  and  fuller  picture  of  the 
Workings'  of  Elsah  in  the  past  25  years  we  asked 
both  Paul  Williams,  the  first  editor  of  the 
Foundation,  and  Elsah's  mayor,  Jane  Pfeifer,  to 
share  some  interesting  information  with  us.  It  takes 
time  to  research  and  write  articles  like  the  ones  they 
wrote  for  this  issue,  and  we  thank  both  Jane  and 
Paul  for  being  so  generous  and  giving  so  freely. 

In  general,  historic  foundations  have  not  been 
received  with  open  arms  by  tiieir  communities,  as 
one  of  their  primary  functions  —  tiie  preser\'ation 
of  historically  important  structures  —  may  put 
demands  on  the  community  and  may  add 
responsibilities  it  does  not  always  want  to  accept. 
Yet,  in  Elsali  there  has  been  a  mood  of  co- 
operation, and  a  realization  that  it  is  ultimately  the 
community  that  benefits  from  restraints  on  possible 
run-away  development,  as  shown  in  the  following: 
A  few  years  ago,  a  visitor  on  a  trip  past  historic 
towns  along  the  Mississippi,  came  through  Elsali 
and  was  "delighted  beyond  measure"  to  be  met  by 
a  preserx'ed  architectural  and  landscape  continuity' 
—  without  any  urban  sprawl.  He  felt  compelled  to 
write  the  president  of  HEF  asking,  "how  the  towns- 
people (had)  organized  to  achieve  such  results." 

Reading  that,  one  realizes  the  great  importance 
of  the  contract  HEF  signed  in  1986  with  Richard 
Roddewig,  a  prominent  Chicago  attorney  who 
specialized  in  historic  zoning  law.  Roddewig 
studied  relevant  Elsah  ordinances  with  the  idea  of 
drafting  proposed  rexasions  to  these  laws.  A  later 
meeting  brought  villagers  together  to  think  about 
what  they  would  like  Elsah  to  be.  The  approved 
ordinance  mirrors  their  ideas. 

Since  its  creation  in  1971,  the  Foundation  has 
several  times  put  its  dedication  to  preservation  into 
practice.  Its  major  projects  were  three  different 
village  structures:  the  Mott  Ruilding,  which  it 
purchased  in  1976,  and  that  is  occupied  by  the 
Elsah  Landing  Restaurant  and  Jeremiali's-Elsali; 
the  Village   Hall,  which   it  leased  from  the  Village; 


and  recently  Farley's  Music  Hall,  which  was 
purchased  by  HEF  with  anonymously  donated 
funds  in  order  to  qualify  for  flood-restoration 
grants.  All  three  are  public  buildings  that  help  hold 
the  fabric  of  village  life  together,  and  thus 
individually  give  support  to  the  exciting  private 
restoration  projects  that  are  going  on  in  Elsali.  A 
fourth  project,  the  "Old  Ice  House,"  a  stone  ruin  on 
Mill  Street,  is  waiting  to  be  taken  care  of  later  in  the 
year.  Funds  for  the  purchase  of  this  Elsah 
landmark  were  also  donated,  and  this  time  with  the 
stipulation  that  it  be  preser\'ed  as  a  ruin. 

Beyond  its  previously  mentioned  activities,  the 
Foundation  has  also  sponsored  a  number  of 
research  projects,  and  commissioned  art  works  (see 
pages  4,  5,  and  16),  a  student  poster  competition  and 
a  portfolio  of  four  Elsah  prints  by  Elsali  artists, 
James  Schmidt,  James  Green,  and  Judy  and  Glenn 
Felcli.  Some  of  these  prints  are  still  available  for 
sale  at  the  museum. 


Historic  Elsah  Foundation  is  not  a 
governmental  organization.  It  operates  separately 
from  the  ElsaJi  Village  Board  and  the  Elsali  Zoning 
Board.  It  has  a  self-perpetuating  board  —  ver)' 
undemocratic,  yes,  but  evidently  very  much  the  way 
most  historic  foundations  operate.  Throughout  the 
years  HEF  has  benefited  from  the  selfless  services 
of  a  large  group  of  people.  They  served  in  a  variety' 
of  positions,  at  difierent  times  and  for 
undetermined  periods.  To  show  a  precise  schedule 
is  practically  impossible,  thus  we  list  them  in 
alphabetical  order. 

Alma  Barnes,  Edith  Belote,  Al  Bruns,  Cyrus 
Bunting,  Donna  Burnett,  Colette  Collester, 
Josephine  Copeland,  Pat  Farmer,  Glenn  Felcli, 
Gar)'  Gentr)',  Bill  Hoey,  Charles  Hosmer,  Gilbert 
Ives  (who  is  returning  to  the  Board),  Martha 
Kennedy,  Fred  Kirsch,  Marj'  Ann  Pitchford,  Vick)' 


and  Peter  Stuart,  Barbara  Svvett,  Irene 
Timmermiere,  Shirley  Vogt,  Paul  Williams  and 
Daniel    Zimmerman.  Note:       Gary    Gentry   just 

resigned  from  the  Board,  but  we  hope  he  did  not  resign 
from  writing  an  occasional  historic  article  gleaned  from 
liis  research  of  Elsah's  past  (see  Elsah  Histoi'y  #63). 


The  present  Board  is  listed  on  the  back  page  of 
this  newsletter. 

We  hope  we  can  serve  the  community  for  the 
next  25  years  the  way  we  have  for  the  previous 
ones,  and  that  all  who  have  ideas  about  this  Village 
will  share  them  with  us  to  the  benefit  of  the  Village. 


liistorie  61§ah  foundation  Chronology 


1963  The  Garden  Club  was  formed.  There  were 
monthly  meetings  in  the  Village  Hall  or  in  private 
homes,  featuring  a  speaker.  Yearly  summer  House 
Tours  were  held,  and  the  proceeds  were  used  for 
preservation  and  beautification  projects  in  the 
village,  planned  by  the  organization. 

1965  The  Great  River  Road  opened,  linking  Elsah  to  the 
rest  of  the  world,  bringing  changes  to  the  village  at 
an  ever  increasing  rate.  The  need  for  preservation 
of  the  special  character  of  the  village  became 
acute. 

1966  The  Garden  Club  changed  its  name  to  (Historic) 
Elsah  Garden  Club.  Barbara  Swett  served  as  the 
first  president,  followed  by  Paul  Williams,  during 
the  "emerging  historic  times. " 

1967  Ekah:  A  Historic  Guidebook  was  produced  by  two 
Elsah  Garden  Club  members,  Charles  B.  Hosmer, 
Jr.,  and  Paul  O.  Williams,  and  was  given  initial 
financial  support  by  other  members. 

1970  The  Elsah  school  closed. 

1971  The  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  was  incorporated 
at  the  suggestion  of  Charles  Hosmer,  as  a  not-for 
profit,  non-governmental  organization.  It; 
purpose:  the  preservation  of  the  historic  integrit) 
of  the  village  and  the  support  of  educationa 
programs.  The  Principia  Corporation  donated  the 
services  of  their  attorneys  for  the  incorporation. 


Charles  Hosmer  agreed  to  take  over  the 
presidency,  so  that  Paul  Williams  could  become 
editor.  The     Foundation     began     publishing 

newsletters  several  times  a  year,  and  held  House 
Tours  on  Mother's  Day  for  many  years. 

1973  Elsah  was  named  to  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places. 

1976  The  Foundation  purchased  the  Mott  Commercial 
Building  now  occupied  by  the  Elsah  Landing 
Restaurant  and  Jeremiah's-Elsah. 

1986  The  Foundation  sponsored  a  study  of  local  zoning 
ordinances,  and  signed  a  contract  with  Richard 
Roddewig,  a  prominent  Chicago  attorney  who 
specialized  in  historic  zoning  laws. 

1993  After  the  Great  Flood  of  1993  the  Foundation 
received  an  anonymous  gift  to  purchase  Parleys 
Music  Hall,  in  order  to  facilitate  funding  for  its 
restoration  and  preservation. 

1996  Funds  were  donated  for  the  purchase  of  the  Ice 
House  ruin  with  the  stipulation  it  be  preserved  as 
a  ruin.  On  December  22,  Historic  Elsah 
Foundation  hosted  its  first  Christmas  Sing 
Refreshment  Party  in  the  restored  Farley's  Music 
Hall. 

1997  In  May  the  HVAC  system  was  finally  installed  in 
Farley  s  Music  Hall. 


Tw^nty-f  iv^  Vfzars  in  thji  Villagjz  of  Clsah 

by  Jane  II.  Pfeifer,  Mayor  of  tlie  Village  of  Elsali 

In  May  I97I,  the  newly  installed  Village  Board  included:  President,  Edward  Keller;  Clerk,  RobMi 
Helph;  Trustees,  John  Barnal,  Robert  Lowder,  Al  Mack,  Forbes  Robertson,  Paul  Williams  and  Kent  Hake. 
During  the  May  meetings,  the  Board  named  the  newly  purchased  school  house  the  Elsah  Chic  Center, 
authorized  a  new  bulletin  board  and  accepted  a  bid  for  a  new  furnace  for  the  Center,  increased  the  salary  of 
judges  of  election,  designated  a  clean  up  day,  discussed  the  installation  of  a  new  guard  rail  up  the  front  hill, 
discussed  local  police  procedures,  authorized  a  letter  to  a  homeowner  regarding  propert\  maintenance, 
discussed  condenuiation  proceedings  and  authorized  leasing  die  old  Village  Hall  to  the  Historic  Elsali 
Foundation.  While  25  years  have  gone  by  and  there  are  all  new  Board  members,  some  of  these  issues  have 
remained,  some  have  returned  for  reconsideration  and  some  new  issues  have  developed. 


Early  in  this  period,  the  1973  Flood  occurred.  While  it  was  a  record  flood,  only  a  few  Elsah  buildings 
had  water  in  their  living  space  that  year.  During  the  next  twenty  years,  we  all  lived  in  the  security  of  knowing 
that  the  1973  Flood  was  the  highest  flood  waters  would  go.  Imagine  our  surprise  when  in  1993,  the  flood 
waters  rose  5  plus  feet  higher  than  in  1973.  So  flooding  has  changed  Elsah  and  we  have  to  rethink  some  of  our 
ideas. 

The  1993  Flood  has  forced  Elsah  to  seek  a  less  flood  prone  space  for  the  municipal  files.  Thus,  after  25 
years  as  a  meeting  place,  visitors  center,  art  galler)'  and  special  community  gathering  place,  the  Eisali  Village 
Hall  will  be  used  again  for  government  activities.  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  was  farsighted  in  preserving  this 
wonderful  building  for  future  generations.  While  it  is  hard  to  imagine  the  Elsah  Village  Hall  as  anything  but  a 
wonderful  picturesque  building,  twenty-five  years  ago  it  leaned  substantially  and  required  major  restoration.  In 
November,  1973  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  was  issued  building  permit  number  10  for  "restoration  of  the 
structure  known  as  the  Old  Village  Hall'  which  is  located  on  lot  10,  block  7,  in  the  Village  of  Elsaii  at  26  LaSalle 
Street. "  There  are  no  attached  details  in  our  files.  It  was  probably  obvious  to  all  what  was  required!  As  the 
Village  begins  new  maintenance  work,  we  thank  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  for  its  stewardsliip  and  foresight  in 
maintaining  this  wonderful  building.   The  Village  looks  forward  to  many  more  years  of  its  usefulness. 

The  Civic  Center  has  undergone  much  transformation  as  well,  most  of  it  on  the  inside.  In  1971  a  new 
furnace  was  installed  and  the  old  oil  tanks  removed.  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  funds  made  possible  the 
installation  of  restrooms  in  1977.  Marty  Marshall,  a  Village  Trustee  at  the  time,  was  the  coordinator  of  that 
project.  I  was  appointed  in  April  of  1977  and  when  he  showed  the  plans  for  the  rooms,  I  couldn't  help 
wondering  why  we  needed  restrooms  at  the  Civic  Center.  Time  has  shown  the  utility  and  wisdom  of  having 
them.  A  stream  of  visitors  use  them  every  weekend.  The  Civic  Center  has  been  used  for  so  many  events  over 
the  years,  all  of  them  using  the  restrooms.  I  cannot  imagine  liosting'all  the  volunteers  during  the  1993  Flood 
without  them.  They  were  improved  to  meet  new  standards  in  1985  and  again  in  1996.  Along  with  the  restroom 
construction  in  1977,  a  kitchen  was  installed  and  closet  space  closed  in.  Eventually,  we  found  that  storage  space 
was  needed,  so  the  coat  closets  became  storage  areas. 

Additional  Civic  Center  renovations  have  come  step  by  step  —  Board  Room  renovation  in  1983;  new 
wood  stairs  replacing  the  crumbling  concrete  ones,  and  Museum  air  conditioning  in  1984;  tuckpointing  the 
exterior  in  1985;  replacing  the  window  sashes  in  the  Museum,  a  new  roof,  a  beautiful  appropriate  hand  made 
door  and  e.xterior  painting  in  1991  (all  funded  by  Illinois  Historic  Preservation  Agency);  air  conditioning  for  the 
Board  Room  in  1992;  and  most  recently,  in  1996,  a  new  electrical  service  panel.  Each  of  these  has  been 
supervised  by  a  Village  Board  Trustee  who  took  time  to  maintain  and  improve  our  public  buildings. 

Road  improvements,  while  not  as  much  as  more  urban  areas  enjoy,  have  also  been  substantial,  starting 
in  1974  with  the  installation  of  1600  feet  of  guard  rail  on  east  Maple  Street  (the  'Front  hill').    Also,  in  that  year 
with  the  annexation  of  Principia  College,  additional  revenue  was  available  from  tlie  state  Motor  Fuel  Tax, 
making  possible  a  new,  safer  entrance  to  Elsah  in   1974,  Maple  Street  bridge  replacement  in    1977  and  Mill 
Street  bridge  in  1984,  as  well  as  regular  chip  and  oil  of  streets,  and  sidewalk  replacement. 

Some  improvements  have  been  funded  by  general  revenue,  including  the  wooden  bridges  in  1986 
which  replaced  the  deteriorating  concrete  box  culverts,  part  of  the  resurfacing  on  Maple  Street  after  the 
installation  of  the  telephone  cable,  the  new  wooden  sidewalk  along  Bridge  Street  (between  Mill  and  LaSalle), 
the  wooden  walking  bridges  and  regular  maintenance  of  cleaning  drainage  pipe  and  grading  roads. 

From  1973  until  his  passing,  Thomas  R.  (Bob)  Denham  served  the  Village  as  our  maintenance  worker, 
cutting  grass  and  removing  snow.  In  the  last  two  years,  Robert  Smith,  originally  working  with  Bob  and  now  by 
himself,  has  very  ably  been  in  charge  of  outside  maintenance.  While  a  number  of  much  appreciated  workers 
have  done  Civic  Center  interior  maintenance  work,  riglit  now  we  are  very  grateful  for  Dee  Smith  (Bob  is  her 
husband).   She,  like  her  husband,  has  done  an  exceptional  job. 


Twenty  five  years  ago,  C.  ].  Bunting  was  our  only  part  time  police  officer.  Now  we  are  served  by  three 
able,  part  time  police  officers,  Martin  Andrews,  Larry  Mead  and  John  Demko.  While  this  is  a  three-fold 
increase,  we  still  do  not  have  24-hour  police  protection. 

Elsah,  over  the  years  in  its  own  unique  way,  has  blended  old  and  new.  Without  sufficient  resources  to 
obtain  new  and  improved  sodium  vapor  lights,  Elsah  kept  its  incandescent  radial  arm  lights  at  each  intersection. 
When  CI  PS  would  no  longer  maintain  these  liglits,  street  lighting  became  strictly  a  Village  activity.  At  one 
point,  Gilbert  Patton,  who  was  also  a  maintenance  worker  lor  a  period,  changed  the  street  light  bulbs  from  the 
back  of  his  truck  using  long  extension  rods.  In  recent  years,  CI  PS  has  again  assisted  us  with  bulb  changing.  In 
the  liist  year,  we  have  located  reproduction  radial  arm  lights  with  the  economy  of  sodium.  In  addition,  we  have 
been  written  up  in  a  magazine  and  commended  by  The  American  Streetscape  Society  for  our  retention  of  the 
radial  arm  light  fixtures.  We  have  replaced  a  few  original  radial  arm  lights  with  reproductions  and  will  continue 
to  do  so  as  needed.  Another  lighting  type  from  the  past  are  the  Dietz  lights  we  installed  in  Fountain  Square 
Park,  in  the  leased  public  parking  lot  and  along  the  wooden  sidewalk.  Used  in  Elsah  a  hundred  years  ago,  the 
original  Dietz  lights  were  railroad  lights  and  had  an  oil  reservoir.  Manufactured  for  over  a  hundred  years  by 
Dietz,  the\  arc  now  made  by  another  company.   They  are  offered  locally  by  Historic  Elsah  Foundation. 

Elsah  adopted  use  zoning  on  October  7,  1969  and 
historic  zoning  on  July  24,  1973.  Zoning  has  been  Elsah's 
blessing  and  bane  in  the  last  twenty  five  plus  years.  A 
blessing  because  it  has  saved  many  wonderful  buildings  for 
future  generations  as  well  as  making  indixiduals  eligible  tor 
special  assistance  after  the  1993  Flood.  However,  zoning 
requires  the  wisdom  of  Solomon.  While  we  may  not  have 
that  great  a  wisdom,  there  have  been  many  community 
minded  and  kind  people  who  have  served  on  the  Zoning 
Board.  Charles  Ilosmer  used  the  words  "earnestness  and 
good  sense"  to  characterize  some  Board  members.  The 
Zoning  Board  members  have  given  generously  of  their  time 
and,  judging  by  most  connuents  from  professional 
preservationists  and  tourists  alike,  they  have  succeeded  in 
savang  the  Village,  on  the  whole,  balancing  the  saving  of  the 
past  with  the  practical  consideration  ol  the  present. 


In    more    or    less    chronological    order,    the    following 
people  have  served  on  the  Zoning  Board:    Charles  Hosmer, 
Bobert  Connell,  Al  Mack,  Myrna  Mandorca,  Paul  Williams, 
W.  J.  Creer,   Marie  Cresswell,    Forbes  Robertson,  Howard 
Snyder,    Robert  Cronin,    Pat  Farmer,      Frank  Williams, 
Blanche  Darnell,  Mary  Ann  Pitchford,  [udith  Felch,  David 
Pfeifer,  Shirley  Vogt,  Glenn   Felch,   Patti  Sontag,   Elise 
Durham,   Robert  Rockabrand,    Donna  Hart,   Gerald  Taetz, 
Inge  Mack,  Lon  Nordeen,  Dick  Ouderkirk,   Monte  Wclker,   Kenneth  Deal,   Marjorie  Doerr,   |oanne  Evans, 
William  North,  William  Charlton,  Paula  Bradley,  |eralyn  Hosmer  Lewitz,  Tim  [asina,  Edith  List,  Sand\  Stack, 
William  Flatley,  Eric  Schreiber. 

Twenty  years  ago,  the  need  for  sewers  was  a  "hot"  topic.  Over  time  the  Village  went  from  appKing  for 
grants  (85%  federal  and  15%  local  match)  through  construction  planning  and  construction  bidding.  In  1981  a 
local  sanitary  district  was  formed  by  an  election.  In  1991  when  the  local  share  bond  Wixs  to  be  issued,  there  was 
a  petition  for  a  vote.  The  vote  failed  and  so  the  bond  issue  for  the  local  share  failed.  The  district  had  its  last 
meeting  May  23,  1991.  Since  that  time,  local  residents  have  installed  "activated"  s)stems  and  have  done  what 
seems  possible  with  small  lots.  After  a  new  resident  recently  suggested  that  we  needed  sewers,  I  can  only 
assume  that  this  issue  may  resurface  in  the  future. 


Jim  Schmidt  adding  Elsah  information  to  the 
newly  installed  kiosk.  Notice  the  Dietz  Lantern 

to  the  left.  Photo:  joAnnc  Evans 


In  late  1973,  the  Elsali  Museum  was  formed.  What  a  wonderful  project  that  was!  With  over  1,000 
visitors  a  year,  it  has  remained  a  very  popular  spot  from  April  to  November.  In  1983,  Historic  Elsah  Foundation 
and  the  Village  agreed  to  pool  their  resources  to  staff  tlie  Museum.  In  the  next  25  years,  we  hope  to  continue 
to  carry  on  the  great  tradition  of  the  Museum.  The  Gaar  Scott  engine  given  by  Nancy  McDow  will  eventually 
be  displayed  when  the  new  Museum  space  is  developed. 

While  some  things  have  stayed  with  us  one  way  or  another,  some  things  are  gone  forever.  In  1976  the 
Village  minutes  show  that  the  last  remaining  horse  in  Elsah  left.  The  last  time  we  "  cleaned "  the  creek  was 
1972.  State  and  federal  law  now  makes  that  activity  very  difficult.  The  last  house  without  plumbing  is  currently 
being  renovated.   Our  last  beautiful  original  barn  had  a  terrible  fire.   So,  some  things  appear  to  be  gone. 

Remaining  are  wonderful  memories  of  Elsah  as  it  was,  as  well  as  the  bright  future  of  what  it  will 
become.  We  are  grateful  for  the  stewardship  of  those  who  served  us  in  the  past  twenty-five  years.  We  have  had 
two  other  mayors,  long-time  Elsah  Mayor  Ed  Keller,  and  "  hands  on"  Mayor  Delby  Darr.  A  number  of  Village 
Clerks  have  served,  including  Robyn  Relph,  Melva  Snyder,  Edith  Belote,  Blanche  Darnell,  Dorothy  Lambert, 
Elizabeth  Marin,  Jeralyn  Hosmer  Lewitz,  Carmen  Fyfe,  Carol  Stookey,  and  now  the  current  Village  Clerk, 
Cricket  Johnson.  Trustees  are  more  numerous  —  in  chronological  order,  more  or  less:  John  Barnal,  Robert 
Lowder,  Al  Mack,  Forbes  Robertson,  Paul  Williams,  Ceorge  Happ,  Kent  Hake,  FuKvard  Bradley,  Clifford  Pope, 
Myrna  Mandorca,  Melva  Snyder,  Lester  Sontag,  Marty  Marshall,  Michael  Pitchford,  |ane  Pfeifer,  David  Foltz, 
Al  Bruns,  Patti  Taetz,  Eric  Mack,  William  Hoey,  Les  Seitz,  Lisa  Dearborn,  James  Evans,  Eleanor  Barnal,  June 
Cronin,  William  Charlton,  Mary  North,  Mark  Young,  Sarah  Batzer,  Marjorie  Doerr,  ]ames  Schmidt,  Sharon 
Crafton.  In  this  period,  a  number  of  separately  appointed  Treasurers  have  served.  They  include  Melva  Snyder, 
Howard  Snyder,  Linda  Cornell,  and  for  a  few  montlis  in-between,  Timothy  Sherwood.  We  have  had  only  one 
building  inspector,  Paul  Barnes.  When  he  passed  on,  we  transferred  those  duties  to  the  Clerk  and  our  ever 
helpful  zoning  inspector,  jack  Luer. 

All  the  public  servants  who  have  served  on  the  Village  Board  and  Zoning  Board,  appointed  and  elected, 
paid  and  unpaid,  have  given  so  much  to  Elsah.  We  thank  them  for  their  work.  We  are  also  grateful  to  all  those 
who  ser\'ed  so  well  before  them. 


lJT^ 


"So  some  things  appear  to  be  gone"    —  A  view  of  the  Keller  Barn  before  it  burned  to  the  ground 
last  June.  (See  page  13)  Ptwto.  NedBraMeij 


Thjz  fabulous  find, 
or  tlistory  Com^  to  laif^ 

by  Paula  Bradley  and  Jeraljii  Ilosmer  Lex^dtz 
m'tJi  photographs  by  Ned  Bradley 

Last  February  Elsali  had  a  visit  from  Mrs. 
Nancy  Grossman  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
It  was  a  major  event  for  her  and  for  us  of  HEF 
because  of  what  she  had  recently  found  at  an 
auction  in  Ipswich,  Massachusetts. 

As  an  amateur  historian  and  bibhophile,  Nancy 
was  intrigued  at  the  auction  by  seven  volumes  of 
diaries  written  by  one  Ada  Semple  Ames  Turner,  of 
St.  Louis  and  a  place  called  Flsah.  (Ada  Semple 
Ames  Turner  (1861-1929)  was  the  grand-daughter 
of  Tames  Semple,  founder  of  Elsah,  and  the 
daughter  of  Lucy  V.  S.  Ames,  builder  of  Notchclift. 
Ada  and  her  husband  Henry  Turner  built 
Eliestoun.)  She  bought  the  diaries.  As  soon  as  she 
started  reading  them,  it  was  clear  to  her  that  she'd 
acquired  a  treasure.  She  purchased  a  small  safe  to 
keep  tiiem  in  and  then  began  a  serious  stud)  of  the 
journals  and  the  background  ol  tlieir  author.  She 
was  certain  they  deserved  to  be  published. 

Some  of  her  research  clearly  would  have  to  be 
done  in  St.  Louis  and  this  village  of  Elsah.  She 
turned  to  the  Internet  where  she  found  several 
listings  for  the  village,  the  Elsah  Landing 
Restaurant  and  Maple  Leaf  Cottages  among  them. 
She  phoned  Patty  Taetz  and  booked  a  room  for  a 
few  nights. 

When  Patty  learned  the  reason  for  her  visit  she 
was  eager  to  help.  She  gave  Nancy  the  names  and 
phone  numbers  of  Jeri  Lewitz,  Paul  Williams  and 
Inge  Mack  (then  in  Vermont).  Nancy  phoned  Inge 
and  jeri.  When  Jeri  learned  of  Nancy's  find,  she 
alerted  the  board  members  of  HEF. 
Coincidentally,  the  board  had  its  regular  monthly 
meeting  a  couple  ot  days  later  and  discussed  how 
they  could  be  of  help  in  Nancy's  search. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  a  tiny  covetous 
tliought  was  a  part  of  their  enthusiasm.  (Could 
HEF  aftord  a  copy  of  the  journals?)  But  their 
motives  were  more  noble,  too:  They  must  make 
ever)  effort  to  show  her  all  they  could  and  help  to 
make  her  stay  profitable  and  pleasant.  They 
decided  to  organize  a  campus  and  village  tour  for 
Nancy  and  to  invite  her  to  lunch  with  those  of  the 
board  members  who  could  attend,  Elsali's  Mayor, 
Jane  Pfeifer,  Ned  Bradley  and  the  Lewitzes. 


When  the  idea  surfaced  of  giving  the  lunch  at 
Eliestoun,  permission  was  sought  from  Principia's 
president,  Ceorge  Moffett,  and  from  the  resident 
counselor  and  students  living  at  Eliestoun. 
Everyone  agreed.  The  students  were  enthusiastic 
and  made  a  generous  effort  to  clean  house  over  the 
weekend  before  the  Monday  event. 

On  her  arrival  Sunday  evening,  Nancy 
Crossman  dined  at  the  Lewitz  home,  with  Marie 
Cresswell  joining  them  for  dessert,  and  St.  Louis 
architect  Phil  Cotton  dropping  in  casually.  Nancy 
retired  early,  exhausted  after  her  laborious  week  of 
research  in  St.  Louis.  Monday  morning  John 
Williams  took  her  on  a  quick  outdoor  tour  of 
Eliestoun  and  a  brisk  walk  around  the  site  of 
Notchcliff.  Glenn  Felch  spent  valuable  minutes  of 
his  time  also,  talking  with  Nancy  about  the  village 
and  the  Ames  and  Semple  and  Turner  families. 
Finally  it  was  time  for  Eliestoun  and  the  HEF 
luncheon  part)'. 

The  menu  was  based  on  a  favorite  recipe  from 
the  old  Village  Inn  —  Flora  Lowder's  hot  chicken 
salad  —  with  a  green  salad,  French  bread,  lemon 
tarts  and  coffee,  all  prepared  by  Paula  and  Ned 
Bradley. 


Nancy  Grossrimn, 

owner  of  the  Ada  Semple  Ame^  Turner  diaries. 

Conversation  at  lunch  was  an  excited  series  of 
questions  and  answers  about  the  diaries,  about 
Notchcliff  and  Eliestoun,  the  two  houses  Ada  had 
been  associated  with,  information  and  recollections 
from  true  Elsahites,  Eleanor  Barnal  and  June 
Cronin,  and  notes  Bett)'  Mclntire  had  culled  from 
village  and  college  archives.  There  were  no 
embarrassing  silences! 
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After  lunch,  Nancy  shared  some  of  her  favorite 
passages  from  the  volumes.  She  read  aloud  with 
great  understanding,  interpreting  very  expressively, 
giving  real  life  to  the  texts.  She  made  Ada's  identity 
immediate.  The  first  few  passages  from  the  earliest 
journal,  when  Ada  was  just  15,  sound  almost  like  a 
work  of  Jane  Austin.  The  intelligence  and  wit  of 
tliis  teenager  of  so  long  ago,  the  vocabulary,  the 
mature  concern  for  serious  values,  the  sentiments  at 
once  typical  of  budding  youth  yet  so  aware  of  adult 
perspective,  were  most  impressive.  Ada  was  a 
charming  girl  with  the  ability  to  captivate  an 
audience  eighty-nine  or  ninety  years  later. 

After  a  tour  of  Eliestoun  from  basement  to  attic, 
the  party  broke  up,  regretfully  (over  two  hours 
later)  as  work  and  other  commitments  called  people 
away.  Nancy  said  she  was  thrilled  to  have  seen  so 
much  and  especially  to  have  "  lived"  a  brief  time  in 
Eliestoun  where  Ada  had  spent  so  much  of  her  life. 


Nancy  spent  Monday  afternoon  in  the  Principia 
Library  Treasure  Room,  poring  over  photograph 
albums  of  the  Ames  and  Turner  families.  Tuesday 
she  spent  many  hours  in  the  Principia  Archives 
gathering  more  material.  Wherever  she  went  and 
was  introduced  to  faculty  and  staff  she  was  met  with 
the  exclamation,  "  Oh,  you're  the  person  who  found 
the  diaries!"  Word  had  spread  fast.  And  she 
seemed  delighted.  Her  study  was  interrupted  only 
for  lunch  in  Jerseyville  mixing  with  the  local  color  at 
the  Rotary  Club  Chili  Fest  and  for  dinner  with 
Marie  Oleson  in  the  Principia  dining  room. 

Historic  Elsah  Foundation  looks  forward  to 
Nancy  Grossman's  return  to  pursue  her  research  at 
the  Missouri  Historical  Society  and  in  our  and 
Principias  archives.  We  can't  wait  to  see  the  final 
published  product  of  all  Nancys  work.  The  little 
taste  she  gave  us  assures  that  it  will  be  a  valuable 
contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  another  time  and 
way  of  life  right  here  in  our  village.  Thank  you 
both,  Ada  and  Nancy! 


Present  at  the  luncheon  in  the  Eliestoun 
dining  room  were,  left  to  right,  starting 
in  the  bach  Betty  Mclntire,  Sue 
Collester,  Jeri  Lewitz,  Ed  Lewitz, 
Eleanor  Barnal,  and-  Nancy  Grossman, 
reading.  Jane  Pfeifer  is  seen  from  the 
back. 


Left  to  right:  Nancy  Grossman, 

Jane  Pfeifer,  June  Cronin, 

Marie  Oleson,  Paula  Bradley. 
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Villagjz  Happenings 


The  Hanging  of  tlte  Greens,  a  traditional  Elsah  Methodist  Church  celebration,  usually  takes  place  every 
other  year.  This  time  though,  those  in  charge,  Helen  and  Sharon  Grafton,  did  not  skip  a  year,  neither  did  the 
event,  which  took  place  on  Saturday,  December  7  from  3:00  P.M.  until  7:00  P.M.  The  usual  purpose  is  to  benefit 
the  Methodist  Church,  but  the  proceeds  this  year  were  directed  to  the  Historic  Elsah  Foundation's  Farley's 
Music  Hall  Restoration  Project.  After  an  initial  return  of  the  check  to  the  donors,  the  HEF  board  members 
gratefully  accepted  the  full  amount  of  $542.88. 


il  hoi 


d  th 


As  in  other  years,  several  Homes  and 
museum  were  open  to  ticket  holders.  The 
Civic  Center  hosted  the  traditional  bake  sale, 
and  there  )une  Cronin  showed  her  charming 
water-color  views  of  Elsah  and  her  daughter 
Rosemary  sold  crafts.  The  Village  Hall  was  all 
lit  up,  and  artists  displayed  their  work  to  the 
accompaniment  of  the  delightful  xiolin  music 
of  Ben  and  Erin  Schreiber  (respectively  IV2 
and  9  years  old).  The  artists  included  Roger 
Honey  and  his  Honeysuckle  Pottery,  Crocker 
&c  Springer  Stoneware  and  their  salt-glaze 
potter)',  Beth  Dixon  from  Alton  with  her 
appliqued  T-shirts,  and  Virginia  Secrest's 
selection  of  ceramic  figurines. 


The  communits  came  together  again 
during  the  shared  Christmas  Sing  on  Sunday, 
December  22.  The  sing  started  at  the 
Methodist  Church,  with  Charles  Schwaiib,  the 
new  minister,  presiding.  Villagers  sang 
Christmas  hymns  and  Erin  and  Ben  Schreiber 
again  gave  a  glorious  violin  recital.  The 
program  continued  across  the  square  at  the 
Christian  Science  Church,  where  Hans 
Fredrikson  presided.  After  the  singing,  HEF 
hosted  the  get-together  in  Farley's  Music  Hall, 
where  many  had  brought  Christmas  cookies  for 
refreshments. 

Chestnut  Booth,  Michelle  Schmith,  and 
Marie  Oleson,  representing  respectively  the 
Christian  Science  Church,  the  Elsah  Methodist 
Church,  and  Historic  Elsah  Foundation,  were 
in  charge  ol  organizing  and  coordinating  this 
event.  Chestnut     sent     out     the      happ) 

announcements,  Michelle  made  the  beautiful 
table  decorations,  and  Marie  poured  punch  out 
of  her  extra-ordinary'  punch  bowl. 


Erin  (left)  and  Ben  Schreiber  plmjing  their  musical 
program  in  the  Elsah  United  Methodist  church  during 
the  Christmas  Sing.  Photo. Richard  Booth 
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The  pretty  table  decorations  made  by  Michelle  Schmith 


On  Tuesday,  May  6,  at  8:00  p.m.  Betty  Mclntire, 
Professor  Emerita  of  Art  History  at  Principia 
College,  gave  a  free  lecture  and  slide 
presentation  on  The  Illtisioii  of  Space  in  Chinese 
and  Japanese  Gardens  at  Farley's  Music  Hall. 
Betty,  who  has  traveled  extensively,  and  studied  and 
photographed  art  and  life  all  over  the  world, 
enchanted  us  with  her  show  and  inspired  many  of 
us  to  look  with  a  fresh  eye  at  our  own  Elsah  rocks 
and  gardens. 

This  lecture  also  served  as  an  introduction  to  a 
series  of  six  lectures  with  slides  wliich  Betty  is 
presenting  this  fall  and  into  tlie  spring  of  1998. 
These  lectures  are  sponsored  by  HEF,  and  all  the 
proceeds  will  benefit  Farley's  Music  Hall 
Restoration  Fund.  An  advance  subscription 
donation  for  all  six  lectures  was  $25.00.  Tickets  at 
the  door  are  $5.00.  For  further  information  call 
Marie  Oleson  at  374-1213. 


The  Keller  barn  burning 


Photo:  Ned  Bradley 


Marie  Oleson  mixing  the  punch  in  her  beautiful 
punch  bowl. 

A  very  unhappy  event  occured  on  the  night  of 
|une  12,  1997.  The  impressive  Keller  barn 
burned  to  the  ground.  The  sole  survivor  of  the 
original  pattern  ol  outbuildings  that  decorated  every 
yard  throughout  the  village  is  no  more!  It  was  a 
landmark  structure,  one  tliat  dominated  the 
westward  view  from  Mill  Street,  and  determined 
the  ambience  of  that  whole  section  of  the  village. 

The  Kellers,  C»enic  and  Eddie,  were  awakened 
by  their  neiglibors,  Lorri  Phillips  and  her  son, 
|ared,  who  happened  to  see  flames  on  the  southern 
side  ol  tlie  barn.  While  Genie  immediately  called 
the  fire  department,  Eddie  busied  himself  trying  to 
save  as  much  as  he  could  of  what  he  had  stored  in 
the  barn.  He  was  able  to  save  his  vintage  jeep  and 
his  riding  mower.  But  his  venerable  row  boat,  a 
duck-hunting  boat  purchased  more  than  sixty  years 
ago  from  Abercrombie  &  Fitch,  and  much  used 
during  the  1993  Flood,  was  sadly  lost.  Later,  in  the 
rubble,  he  found  his  old  Mobil  sign  practically 
untouched.  Fortunately,  so  was  the  small  ell 
attached  to  the  barn,  which  had  only  some  minor 
damage  on  the  edge  ol  its  roof 

The  barn  was  built  by  Eddie's  grandparents 
around  I860  to  serve  as  a  horse  barn.  The  family 
stalled  four  horses  in  it  and  used  the  loft  for  hay. 
Judging  from  the  inside  timber  structure,  the  barn 
was  probably  enlarged  at  one  time,  but  Eddie  does 
not  remember  anything  about  that. 
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In  the  1920's,  the  barn  was  converted  into  a 
garage,  and  in  the  1930's  the  family  contemplated 
tearing  it  down  to  build  a  modern  garage  —  which 
is  exactly  what  has  now  happened. 

Nobody  knows  how  the  fire  started. 


On  Saturday,  July  5,  1997,  Farley's  Music  Hall, 
in  all  its  restored  splendor,  was  used  for  the 
wedding  reception  and  dinner  for  Elizabeth 
Oleson  and  |oseph  Wheelehan.  Following  the  late 
afternoon  ceremony  at  the  Elsah  United  Methodist 
Church,  guests  were  treated  to  horse  driven 
carriage  rides  around  the  village,  and  cool 
resfresiiments  and  beautiful  harp  music  by  Linda 
Elliott  on  Farley's  lawn,  before  dinner  was  served  in 
the  Hall.  The  weather  was  perfect,  about  75°  with 
low  humidity. 

Sevent>'-soven  guests  enjoyed  seeing  the 
restored  Hall  and  the  treasured  wall  paintings 
discovered  during  renovation.  The  Hall  was 
decorated  with  pink  tablecloths  and  ecru  lace  trim. 
Centerpieces  were  miniature  gardens  of  pink 
geraniums,  blue  agcratum,  white  alyssuni,  and 
trailing  iv\ . 


Faiiei/'s  Mnsw 
Hall  set.  up  for  fhe 
fliruier  reception, 
wilh  the 
Nonoegian 
wedding  cake 

Photo:  David  Kreutz 


The  center  piece  for  the  head  table  was  a 
Norwegian  wedding  cake  brought  to  Elsah  directly 
from  Norway  last  .April  and  stored  in  the  freezer. 
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Historic  Elsah  Foundation  sponsored  a  House 
Tour  on  Saturday,  August  2,  1997.  for  participants 
in  the  Principia  College  Summer  Session.  The  tour 
was  organized  by  HEF  Board  Member,  Carol 
Stookey.  Approximately  seventy  people  checked  in 
at  Farleys'  Music  Hall  to  receive  a  map  and 
directions  on  how  to  proceed  on  the  self  guided 
walking  tour. 

Five  homes,  two  churches  and  the  museum  (in 
addition  to  Farley's)  were  open  and  staffed  with 
volunteers  to  greet  them  and  answer  questions. 
Upon  their  return  to  Farley's  refreshments  awaited 
them.  Funds  raised  from  the  tour  will  be  used  for 
maintenance  of  historic  buildings  belonging  to  the 
Foundation. 


And  last  but  not  least,  the  Village  of  Elsah  has 
been  selected  to  receive  a  1997  Richard  H. 
Driehaus  Foundation  Presenation  Award  for 

overcoming  great  adversit)'  with  the  recover)'  efforts 
alter  the  devastating  flood. 

The  Village  of  Elsah  has  to  thank  Gerald  Taetz 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Southwestern  Illinois 
Advisory  Committee  for  the  Landmarks 
Preservation  Council  of  Illinois,  for  being  chosen 
for  this  honor.  It  was  Jerr)'  who  had  the  idea  to 
suggest  the  Village  be  considered,  and  who  took  the 
time  and  the  trouble,  at  considerable  expense,  to 
put  together  a  complete  and  well-rounded 
statement,  application  if  you  will,  to  the  Landmarks 
Preservation  Council  ot  Illinois.  Historic  Elsali 
Foundation  is  proud  to  have  been  a  supporter  of 
the  application. 

An  excerpt  from  the  Landmarks  Council  to  jerry 
Taetz  reads  as  follows: 

"  The  judges  were  very  impressed  with  the 
conununit)'  wide  effort  to  preserve  Elsah  after  the 
flood  in  1993.  Not  onl>'  did  members  of  the 
conununitv'  succeed  in  bringing  together  everything 
from  mass  iundraising  efforts  to  bricks  and  mortar 
restoration  of  large  portions  of  the  village,  but  they 
also  succeeded  in  instilling  an  unending 
preservation  awareness  and  pride  in  Elsali's  historic 
buildings.  The  conununit)'  spirit  and  civic  pride 
that  grew  out  of  the  cooperation  and  team  work 
should  be  an  inspiring  example  to  other 
communities.  Instead  of  just  being  re-built. 
Historic  Elsah'  has  been  restored  and  returned  to  a 
strong  river  communit)'." 


'RiZiD^TDbranejzs 

Since  our  last  publication,  Elsah  has  lost  two  of  its  villagers  who  had  come  here  from  services  in  the  greater 
"outside  world,"  to  work  for  Principia  College  and  be  part  of  the  village  life. 

Richard  Ouderkirk,  who  passed  on  in  December  of  1996,  came  to  Elsah  twenty  years  ago  after  a  long  career 
in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  United  States,  to  join  his  wife  Peggy  on  the  Principia  College  faculty.  His  work  in 
the  Foreign  Service  had  taken  them  all  over  the  world,  from  Spain,  Central  and  South  America,  to  Japan  and 
Vietnam.  In  1985  Dick  was  appointed  to  the  U.  S.  Presidential  Observer  Team  for  the  Guatemalan  elections 
and  again  in  1990  to  the  International  Observers  Team. 

He  brought  his  understanding  of  dealing  with  different  situations  and  people  to  his  new  home  here  in 
Elsali,  and  served  fairly  and  kindly  for  the  past  nine  years  on  the  Elsah  Zoning  Board  —  the  last  si.x  \ears  as  its 
chair. 

Henry  Holt,  who  passed  away  early  last  February  at  his  Michigan  home,  has  had  long  connections  with 
Elsali.  Both  he  and  his  wife  Betsy  are  graduates  of  Principia  College  here  in  Elsah,  where  Betsv  s  mother, 
Eleanor  Read,  had  purchased  and  restored  the  brick  house  with  the  beautiful  porch  on  lower  Mill  Street,  — 
now  the  "Holt  House."  (The  Elsah  Guidebook  mentions  tliat  this  was  the  first  20th  century  restoration  in 
Elsali.) 

After  receiving  an  MBA  from  Har\'ard  University  and  serving  in  World  War  II,  Henry'  Holt  worked  as  a 
partner  in  a  national  stock  brokerage  firm,  until,  in  1969  he  was  elected  to  serve  as  chairman  of  the  Principia 
Board  of  Trustees.  During  all  those  years,  Betsy  and  Henry  Holt  kept  their  Elsah  home  and  returned  to  it 
regularly.  While  here,  they  were  always  vitally  interested  in  and  fully  supportive  of  Elsah  affairs  and  most 
importantly,  genuinely  enjoyed  the  Elsah  village  life. 

We  shall  miss  both  men  —  miss  meeting  them  walking  to  the  Post  Office  (that  community  meeting  place) 
or  stepping  out  of  the  car  in  front  of  it,  exchanging  a  few  pleasant  remarks  and  knowing  that  each  one  in  his  own 
way  had  a  warm  place  in  his  heart  for  our  community. 


Richatd  Howard  Oudet^kirk 


Hennj  Holt 
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James  Schmidt 


Linda  Bohaker  (10  Valley) 

Duncan  and  Patricia  Charters,  and  their  daughters,  Pippa  and  Petra  (33  LaSalle) 

Mike  and  Denise  Friedel  and  their  baby,  Heidi   (12  LaSalle) 

Laura  Kezer  (16  LaSalle) 

Merlin  and  Lucy  Lewis  (27  Mill) 

Jeff  and  Carla  Luken  and  their  children,  Lucy  and  J.B.  (50  Mill) 

EnidNarver  (12  LaSalle) 

Greg  and  Pat  Mossnian  (111  Mill) 

Arnold  and  Michelle  Schinith,  and  their  daughter  Melissa  (2  Alma) 

Eric  and  Lynn  Schreiber,  and  their  children,  Erin  and  Ben   (the  Saltbox  house  at  24  Palin) 

And  a  very  special  welcome  to  Grace,  the  precious  baby  from  Korea  recently  adopted  by 
Sarah  Batzer  and  Tim  Jasina,   ( 10  Selma) 

Notfzs 

Some  o(  our  readers  have  expressed  an  interest  in  putting  together  a  "Flood  of  1993  "video,  by  copying  and 
editing  a  group  of  private  videos.  If  you  do  have  a  video  and  should  be  interested  in  having  its  contents 
incorporated  into  a  larger  one,  please  contact  Marie  Oleson  at  374-5156  or  Inge  Mack  at  374-1242. 

A  word  of  appreciation  to  Jeri  Hosmer  Lewitz  for  her  always  perfect  proofreading  and,  this  time,  also  an  editing 
job  I  would  not  have  dared,  but  knew  she  could  do,  having  done  this  through  the  years  for  Chuck,  and  to  Marie 
Oleson,  who  did  all  the  typing  and  formatting  of  this  newsletter  on  her  computer. 

Correction:  two  photographs  in  the  double  issue  on  Farley's  Music  Hall  were  printed  in  reverse  —  the  top  one 
on  page  10,  and  the  one  on  the  last  page,  page  16.    Please  accept  our  apologies! 


Historic  Elsah  Foundation 
Officers 

President  Ingeborg  Mack 
Secretary-Treasurer  Marie  Oleson 
Board  Members  Eleanor  Barnal 
Paula  Bradley 
Sue  Collester 
Marie  Cresswell 
June  Cronin 
Gilbert  Ives 
Elizabeth  Mclntire 
Carol  Stookey 


Elsah  History  is  published  by  Historic  Elsah  Foundation, 
Ingeborg  H.  Mack,  Editor.  Subscription  is  with  member- 
ship. Regular  membership  is  $10.00;  Contributing 
membership  is  $15.00;  Sustaining  membership  is  $25.00; 
Supporting  membership  is  $50.00;  Patron  membership  is 
$100;  Life  membership  is  $500.00.    Please  send  to 

P.O.Box  117 
Elsah,  Illinois  62028 


